VISH TO DELHL	229
highest spot there is a memorial cross. All out from
Ltlcknow for miles, at the instance of friends, monuments
have been raised, some of them with very touching in-
scriptions, in memory of the fallen, so far as the spots
where they fell could be identified
We returned to Benares with -a very vivid impression
of what we had seen, with a new realization of the
sufferings our countrymen had endured, with deepened
admiration of the heroism they had shown, and with
thankfulness at once for our rescue as a people from
destruction, and for the restoration of our rule.
We continued at our post at Benares till March, 1861,
when the state of the Mission admitted of our obtaining
a much-needed retreat to the Hills for a few months.
We accordingly left Benares for Almora, and took Delhi
by the way, where we remained a few days. This was
our second visit to the grand old imperial city. On
this occasion we visited the scene of the memorable
events of the Mutiny year, as we had previously done at
Cawnpore and Lucknow. We went to the heights com-
manding the city, where our army was encamped for
months, at once the besiegers and the besieged, and
from which at last they took the city, after a contest so
desperate and bloody that for days the issue was doubtful.
The palace, with its magnificent halls of audience and
entertainment, where the Emperors of India had for ages
kept their court, we found turned into barracks and an
arsenal. English soldiers trod those rooms where Indian
magnates had bowed before imperial majesty—giving
us an impressive illustration of the transitory nature
of earthly glory.
For some time after going to Almora our health
improved; but as the season advanced it gave way so

